Understanding Radicals

Every Chinese character has a radical or is itself a radical. There are 214 radicals today.
For example, & is the character for woman. It is also the radical for many female things: 28
48 = little sister, %43 = mamma, etc.

Radicals are used to tell something about the meaning of the character, such as is made
of metal, is tall, etc.

Radicals are also used to look up characters in a dictionary. To find a character you look
for the radical in a radical list. When you have found your radical you count the remaining
number of strokes in the character. With this information it is now possible to find the
character.

Group: People

Radical English Meaning Examples

ANA Man R4

| Power () I
O Mouth rZRIASSA
8 Woman =

T 10 Heart e (B) #%
FF Hand HecEE g

Group: Animal

Radical  English Meaning Examples

¥ 4 Ox Y B2

IR Dog ¥R

=2} Insect VAN (ﬁE)

I (%) Horse % (58) % (H) & (B)
% (&) Fish B (ED & (B )_\é( %)
5 (%) Bird ofy (1) 5

Group: Actions

Radical English Meaning Examples
1 Left Step R1E
. @ Runand Stop X (38) L (28)

Group: Home

Radical English Meaning Examples

1] 7] Knife L)
~ Roof RE
4% Clothing LERE
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